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Overview

The biodiversity of our planet is facing unprecedented challenges. Of all threats, a common thread of humanity runs throughout. It is
therefore our responsibility to face these challenges head on and ensure there is a biodiverse future. The Research and Conservation
programmes run by Knowsley Safari are uniquely positioned to harness internal skills and expertise to drive change; delivering evidence-
based conservation action to contribute to the formation of this future.

The strategy addresses the programme as two distinct areas, Research and Conservation, for operational clarity. It also acknowledges
their inter-dependence, highlighting the role of research, both in the safari and in the field, in furthering conservation by creating an
evidence base for and assessing the effectiveness of all action.

Guiding Principles
The strategy works to drive change:
- It highlights the role of the safari in using research to deliver evidence based, measurable conservation action.

We will:

- Deliver evidence-based, measurable conservation - Recognise the value of the expertise and resource held

action for the benefit of a biodiverse future. within Knowsley Safari for research and conservation
output.

- Undertake research to form the evidence base for and - Utilise field work to progress research and conservation
assess the effectiveness of decisions made in action effectively and efficiently.
conservation activities.

- Carry out research for the benefit of other areas of - Be at the forefront of developments in zoo-based
operation e.g., L&D programmes, captive management research and conservation programmes.

of living collection etc.
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The strategy is split into two distinct parts, ‘Research’ (external research, internal research and funded research) and
‘Conservation’ (species support payments, partnerships and in-house projects), with example projects laid out below for
illustrative purposes:
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CONSERVATION

SPECIES SUPPORT PAYMENTS PARTNERSHIPS IN-HOUSE PROJECTS
{ - e N
Direct donations to in-situ Cor.\tributio'ns to in-.situ cons.ervation In-situ conservation projects managed
conservation projects focused on projects which may |nc|ud.e dlr'ect. by Knowsley Safari, sometimes in
. . donations as well as donations in kind . . ..
species relevant to our collection plan : ) ; collaboration with other organisations
e.g. staff time/expertise, equipment etc.
L J
[ y
Amur Tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) Wild camel (Camelus ferus) Red squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris)
via WildCats Conservation Alliance e Key Partner: Wild Camel Protection Foundation | Key-project: Redaim.ing Reds (F“"'_’ed by
National Lottery Heritage Foundation)
\ Yy
4 N
Western Derby eland (Tragelaphus [ . o . )
derbianus derbianus) Native Species including bats, birds,
| Key Partners: Derbaanus Conservation, Panthera small mammals' reptiles and amph‘-bians
and Beauval Nature.

Eld’s deer (Rucervus eldii siamensis)
Key Partner: Wildlife Alliance
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Conservation

Objectives

Develop and
deliver
conservation
projects that
produce
measurable
conservation action
using in house
expertise.

Work in partnership with other
conservation organisations,
sharing in-house expertise to
deliver measurable conservation
action.

Fund conservation
projects managed by
other conservation
organisations that
deliver measurable
conservation action.
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RESEARCH

EXTERNAL RESEARCH INTERNAL RESEARCH FUNDED RESEARCH
( 4 )
Research projects undertaken by Staff research developed in line with Collaborations with multiple academic
external students or academics with priority research areas, sometimes institutions funding and supporting
support from Knowsley facilitating on- undertaken in collaboration with other MSc and PhD level researchers in
site research, data access and analysis. organisations. priority research areas.
. J
D Y
Living Collection — providing an Using social networks to aid
=] evidence base for captive animal =] conservation management of
| management ) white rhinoceros-Sarah Scott, PhD,
- LM:anchester Metropolitan University )
Conservation — research resulting in
|1 evidence-based conservation action N

Development of the World’s First
‘Zero Carbon’ Safari Park: A New
Social Science — evidencing the Systematic Framework Tom

L 6 Johnston, PhD, University of Liverpool

impact of conservation education \
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Research

Objective

Have in house
expertise that
undertakes and
publishes research
that addresses
priority research
areas

Address priority research areas
using external researchers at all
academic levels.

Collaborate with multiple
academic institutions to
support and fund areas of
priority research at
Master’s and PhD level.
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